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OVERALL GOALS FOR CONGRESSIONAL VISITS
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Showcase the progress and innovation you are enabling in your communities
• Highlight federal partnership essential to support for engineering
• Dispel any myths or correct misunderstandings

Push for CHIPS and Science and competitiveness funding 
• Many critical unmet needs for national competitiveness - research, education, innovation
• Cannot lose momentum for our national security

Seek champions for bolstering engineering priorities

Keep positive message on engineering research and education



ASEE CONGRESSIONAL PRIORITIES
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Advocate for Funding at Critical Agencies
• National Science Foundation research and education funding
• Department of Defense basic and applied research
• Specific research accounts for other mission agencies (e.g. ARPA-H, Commerce, DOE, NASA, NIH)
• Pell and other student aid

Protect Against Threats to Engineering Schools and Colleges
• Science and Security
• Immigration – high-skilled immigration and student talent pipeline

Inform Education, Research, and STEM Policy
• Research agency reauthorizations (e.g. Defense, Quantum, Computing, NASA)
• Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act reauthorization – support for work-based learning; involvement of four-year 

institutions
• CHIPS and Science implementation



TALKING POINTS
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• Talking points provide a roadmap for 
discussion with congressional offices

• DO NOT try to cover all topics outlined
• Tailor discussions to strengths of 

your college and interests of the 
Member of Congress

• Weave in relevant student or research 
success stories when possible

• Talking points document is for internal 
use and not meant to be a leave behind



HANDOUT
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• Handout provides a high-level 
overview of ASEE

• Meant to be used as a leave behind 
with congressional staff



CONSIDERATIONS TO PREPARE FOR MEETINGS
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Make a plan for each meeting
• Who will lead off discussion

• Deans who are constituents or have connection to staff should lead
• Key topics to address
• Any pitfalls to avoid

Think about who you’re meeting with and what will resonate with them
• What committees are they on, leadership positions, caucuses, district assets, etc.
• Brainstorm connected examples of research and student successes
• Have they voted in line with ASEE priorities (e.g. CHIPS and Science) – know so you can THANK THEM
• If meeting with staff note their background and issue coverage

• Are they alums of one of your schools?

Federal Relations Representatives Can Help With This
• If you don’t have one for your state group let us know – Lewis-Burke can help
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